


Commitment Can Change
the World

Good Teachers Make You Think

Campus Ministry Welcomes You

Niall Christie in a lively discussion with Rachel Chisholm and Tiffany Hill.

Putting Faith Into Action

For Larry McIntyre, what started as a personal faith 
journey evolved into an understanding that we are put 
on this earth to give something back.

In 2003, Larry came to St. Mark’s College to learn 
more about the Catholic faith and began by auditing a 
course. He was immediately engaged by the open and 
stimulating dialogue in the faith-built class and had the 
course reassigned for credit. Thus began his extended 
relationship with St. Mark’s College; he acquired 
his Graduate Certificate in Theology in 2009 and is 
completing his Master’s of Theology next spring.  

For his four-month practicum course, Larry was 
placed at The Listening Post, a centre at the corner of 
Main and Hastings where people on the margins are 
welcomed with tea, a place to sit quietly and meditate 
or pray, and a ready ear for listening. Four years later, 
Larry continues to find great meaning from his weekly 
volunteer shifts at The Listening Post: “all the things 
I’ve read, learned, and prayed about during my courses 
are right there in that sacred place.”  

Reflecting on his experiences fostered through
St. Mark’s College, Larry is currently writing his final 
Master’s research paper on the Theology of Hope: 
“I am drawn to suffering, and through my coursework 
have written papers on suffering, addiction, and 
poverty. But the main thing I will take away from 
my studies and my time at The Listening Post is a 
profound sense of hope, especially for the suffering 
and the marginalized. I feel very fortunate to be able 
to put the gifts of faith, love, and hope into action by 
serving and journeying with others.”

Good teachers, it’s often said, can help you learn; only 
the great ones can teach you to think. Niall Christie, 
Corpus Christi College’s first full-time faculty member, 
undoubtedly fits the latter category.  

Niall obtained his doctorate from the University of St. 
Andrew’s in Scotland, and is an expert on the Crusades 

and Islamic civilization. Whether he is discussing 
Arab philosophers or Roman historians, warfare in 
the Islamic world or the art of medieval Europe, Niall 
engages his students in lively dialogue and discussion, 
encourages their critical awareness of the issues, and 
stimulates them to think “outside the box.”  

“He is not just an educator,” observes Sarah Scali, a 
former Corpus Christi College student now finishing 
a degree in history and international relations at 
UBC; “he is a brilliant writer, a mentor, and a friend…I 
strongly believe that my positive university experience 
would not have been the same without him.”

High praise indeed! And Sarah’s experience is by no 
means unique—many Corpus Christi College students 
have found in Niall an embodiment of the values 
that the College promotes in all its activities: love of 
learning, respect for others, and a desire to serve. 
These are the values that have distinguished the 
Catholic intellectual tradition throughout the ages, and 
will continue to inspire our community long into the 
future, thanks to dedicated teachers like Niall Christie.

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is 
the only thing that ever has. ≈ Margaret Mead

Peter Bull, community leader and business man, 
lives by this adage. For more than a decade, Peter 
has dedicated himself to working with a number 
of small groups that make a difference in our 
community. A catalyst behind the successful building 
and fundraising programs at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help and Vancouver College, Peter has been called 
upon by Corpus Christi and St. Mark’s Colleges for 
his expertise on real estate matters. The Colleges 
are extremely fortunate to have benefited from his 
exceptional energy, leadership, vision, and generosity.

From outdoor adventures to theological discussions, 
from service activities to liturgy, the UBC Catholic 
Campus Ministry team at St. Mark’s College supports 
events that reflect a broad spectrum of Catholic 
practices and spirituality. Campus Ministry also helps 
to coordinate the activities of the seven Catholic 
associations active on campus. 

For Campus Ministry Coordinator Maureen Wicken, 
a strong background in Catholic education and faith 
formation animate her passion for building Christian 
community and her desire to “strategically provide 
opportunities for students to discern their faith journey 
in a welcoming environment.”

Father John McCarthy, SJ recently joined St. Mark’s 
College as University Chaplain. Father John’s 
assignment was a form of coming home: he had 
boarded with the Basilians at St. Mark’s College during 
his doctoral studies in forest ecology at UBC.  

Kevin Eng completes the Campus Ministry team as 
Music Minister, adding beauty and harmony to the 
College liturgies. 

Daily Mass and the Sunday Eucharist ground the 
liturgical life of the university chaplaincy. A wide range 
of programs includes Theology on Tap, which appeals to 
those who wish to grapple with the Catholic intellectual 

tradition, and Video Divina, which uses contemporary 
film to explore questions of Christian spirituality. The 
recent Dish with the Bish, an international potluck 
dinner and discussion with Archbishop Michael Miller, 
was a resounding success. Seventy students dialogued 
with the Archbishop on his vocation, his daily life and 
duties, his reasons for coming to Vancouver, his sense 
of liturgy, and his thoughts on the role of a Bishop in 
the life of the Church. 

Campus Ministry strives to provide students with a 
Catholic home on campus and an experience of Church 
that we hope will strengthen their faith lives. According 
to Maureen and Father John, “Our goal is to reap where 
others have sown and to sow, with God’s grace, so that 
others may reap.”

Maureen Wicken and Fr. John McCarthy.

Larry McIntyre finds a “profound sense of hope” at The Listening 
Post, a quiet sanctuary of peace in the Downtown Eastside.

Peter Bull is pleased that St. Mark’s and Corpus Christi Colleges 
provide exposure to Catholic higher education to a broad range of 
people in our community.

Peter explains that “an understanding of Christian 
culture is critical to understanding western civilization, 
and colleges like Corpus Christi and St. Mark’s must 
exist in the community to provide this perspective. 
What is taught at any given time is an expression 
of what a culture considers important. It should 
therefore be of utmost importance to Catholics to 
ensure we support our institutions.” Peter has acted 
on this conviction for many years to the great benefit 
of Corpus Christi and St. Mark’s Colleges. 

Peter believes that through his work on behalf 
of the Colleges he is enabling young people to 
make a positive change to their world, offering a 
counterbalance to the often superficial nature of 
popular culture via Catholic social teaching and 
service learning. To Peter, that is the greatest return 
on his investment.
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